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…  And then they were …  Gone! 
Queen Victoria spent a lot of her time at Osborne on the Isle of Wight, which encouraged many of the gentry to take, or have 
built, large properties on the Island, many of them being second homes. In 1901 when Edward VII succeeded to the throne, he 
showed very little interest in spending time at Osborne, so there was a marked mass exodus of the gentry away from the Island.  
Many of the large buildings were being let as holiday accommodation, or sadly standing empty, and eventually being turned into 
apartments. Even some being demolished to make way for other developments. 
 

 
Pellhurst memories by the Kenden family. 

They lived there 1937-1950’s: 

 
“My mother remembers Miss Hunter (Elizabeth) who moved to a 
house in Mayfield Road after her mother died. Mum remembers her 
walking up Pell Lane with her dog, When the dog died she asked 
Mum to bury it at Pellhurst. There were dog's graves in the garden of 
Pellhurst”.  
 
“After the Hunters, came an eccentric character who had worked in 
a hospital for lepers in Africa. He was often seen around Ryde riding 
a motorbike and side-car with his two dogs strapped in the side-car. 
Also, he kept snakes and monkeys in the butler's pantry and there 
were scratches on the door from the monkeys. He left shortly before 
1937 when my Mum and her family moved in.” 
 

Pellhurst was demolished in the 1960’s. 
 

IW Observer 30 June 1866 

Photograph of Pellhurst, in Pell Lane 

IW County Press 8 August 1891 

IW County Press, 15 August 1936, 

advertised stabling for a number of 

horses at Pellhurst at 10/- a week.  

In the 1921 census [above] the widowed Elizabeth Hunter was in residence with her 

unmarried daughter, also Elizabeth, and two servants. 

The 1939 Register [below] recorded the Kenden family. 

IW County Press 22 July 1893 

 

Sale Catalogue 1936 RSHG 
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Bandstand Enclosure Memories 
"In the late 1960s we used to ride on trikes, pedal cars and scooters in the circular arena at the Western Esplanade, we had our 
favourites that we wanted to ride and sometimes had to wait if they were in use." (Ron and Trevor West). 
“Certain days there was roller skating in the arena, I had my own skates but you could hire them if you didn’t have any, I liked to 
ride on things other days and go as fast as I could, but they weren’t really fast, I just made out they were.” (Sharon) 
 

The Western Esplanade had many structures of entertainment built upon it over the years, but none remain. 

 

 1897 

Development of the Western Esplanade began with the 

proposed purchase of houses in Pier Terrace, this proposal 

met with objections and there were also refusals of consent 

from the owners of the foreshore, and it was not until October 

1900, that it was resolved to take all necessary steps to carry 

out the works to Pier Terrace. 

 
IW Observer 26 July 1902 

The new Western Esplanade was formally opened by the 

Royal Governor of the Isle of Wight, HRH The Princess 

Beatrice, on Friday 25 July. The Borough are to be 

congratulated upon the tasteful manner in which the 

grounds have been laid out, and embellished with a 

fountain, shelters, bandstands, flowers, garden and turf.  

The groynes, which have also been erected, retain a great 

deal of sand, which has already been vastly appreciated by 

the children. 

 

Postcard Ann Barrett 

Postcard of Band Enclosure Opening - IWCRO 

Postcard Ann Barrett 

 

IW Times 

23 June 1932 

IW Times  

31 August 1933 

 

IW Observer 5 August 1911 

Western Shore - A number of 
noisy hobbledehoys have been 
fined for making the Western 
shore hideous and it may have the 
effect of making the others who 
frequent the place more orderly. 
 

 

IW County Press 10 January 1986 

Accusations of neglect of Ryde seafront were made by five 
Conservative councillors who called for action to stop it 
from rotting away. A joint statement issued by Messrs. I 
Morgan, F Bailey, J Adams, A Axford and J Ritchie, said 
Ryde seafront and Esplanade had been neglected for too 
long and it was time to redress the balance. They called on 
the IW Council and Medina Borough Council to spend 
money on the area. 

 

Kneller Hall, a Grade 2 listed mansion in Whitton, 

Twickenham, housed the Royal Military School of 
Music, training musicians for the British Army, which 
acquired the building in 1857.  Photo Wikipedia. 

This band was certainly a prestigious engagement  
for Ryde. 
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This postcard of 1904 was 

sent to France, with a Ryde 

postmark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The IW had its own postmark. Some advertised the Island and others Ryde in particular. Then the mail was sorted locally, but 

now goes to the Mainland and has a combined postmark with Hampshire. 

IW Observer 21 August 1909 

Ryde Advertising Association. - They take credit for the influx of German 

visitors and rightly attribute it to the guide issued in German and their 

advertisements in the Berlin papers. 

 

Cropped image of the post office in Union Street. 

RSHG Roy Brinton Collection 

IW Observer 21 May 1910 

Ryde Advertising Association. - The Association is making a 
special appeal for funds in order to carry on the valuable work in 
which they are engaged. The Ryde people should do their utmost 
to assist the Association, whose work has borne such good fruit 
in the past few years. 
 

IW Times 7 March 1963 

Pictorial Postmarks - These postmarks for tourists and prestige 
are to be encouraged by the Post Office. Postmarks of the new 
kind will be accepted only from local authorities as a means to 
draw attention to the particular attraction of a town or locality. 
 

 
 

Sunday 1 September 1963 

From the diary of Dave Bushell of Ryde. 
Every letter that the post office at Ryde franked had the logo printed 
on it as follows 'Choose Ryde IOW for Happy Holidays'. 

 

Postcards with the 

various postmarks  

 Ann Barrett 
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The IW also had its own car registration letter of ‘DL’, but now has a combined registration of ‘HW’ with Hampshire. 

Photographs of old motor 

vehicles at Ryde. 

RSHG 

Roy Brinton Collection 

Advert in the 

Moonstones Programme 1921 

IW Observer 20 July 1901 

Wilfred Morgan, Union Street, Ryde, was charged with driving a 

motor car at unnecessary speed and a danger to the passengers.  

P.C. Taylor saw defendant driving it, and timed him round the 

Canoe Lake.  He found that defendant was travelling at the rate 

of 20 miles an hour.  The car was only built to do eighteen miles 

an hour.  The law did not allow more than fourteen miles an hour.  

Fined 1s, and 8s.6d. costs. 

 

 
IW Observer 23 August 1902 

Motor Cars – There has never been so many motor cars before 

in the Island as during the past week. The worst point about the 

motor car is the hideous noise it makes, which always conveys 

the impression that it is going much faster than it really is. It is, 

therefore, good news to learn that an American inventor has 

patented a perfectly silent motor engine, in which all noise from 

the exhaust is done away with by a series of mufflers, without in 

any way sacrificing speed. 

 

IW Observer 9 April 1910 

That the motor car traffic has a very injurious effect on road 

surfaces is generally conceded, and it is not a matter for 

surprise that County Councils are devoting considerable 

attention to this cause of road surface deterioration. The 

appearance of such roads indicates that the injury is 

caused through light cars making use almost exclusively of 

the centre of the road, and causing awkward ruts.  Steel-

studded cars are, most injurious in this way. 

 

IW County Press 1 August 1914 

Motors - Bedford Buick Cars, winners of six prizes 
Tour de Prince, 3000 miles; the only make of car 
which has secured a perfect score for reliability in 
two successive Tours de France, and successfully 
climbed 13,000ft over the Andes – Sole agents for 
the Island, Clarke's Garages Ltd, Ryde and Ventnor. 
 
 
 
 
 

IW Observer 30 June 1917 

In these days of nerve tension, it will be a kindness 
on the part of the motor car owners if they can 
arrange to do their back firing in some out of the way 
place rather than in one of the principal 
thoroughfares. 
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IW Observer 28 May 1870 states that the old theatre has been disposed of to Mr. W. Brown (the 

lessee), together with the house at the back.  The theatre will be used for the season, at the close of 
which the premises will be pulled down and a handsome building erected on the entire space of 
ground suitable for a new theatre. 

 

IW Times 14 February 1963 

Tidy Up - Since it will be some 
time before the National 
Provincial Bank can develop the 
site of the old Theatre Royal 
destroyed by fire, the council will 
ask them to tidy up the area 
before the summer season. 

 
 

OS Map of 1864 shows Busbridge Lodge, later Moray House, in West Street. 

Only the entrance arch remains - Photograph RSHG Roy Brinton Collection 

 

Probably built for Alderman William Hughes of London, Busbridge Lodge had 

grounds stretching down to Spencer Road. In the 1850’s it was occupied by Mrs 

Augusta Wilder, a gracious lady who had the Newport Street Alms Houses built. 

She lived there until her death in 1858. Briefly Mr and Mrs Radcliffe lived there, 

followed by the Bowlby family until 1883. The property was purchased at auction 

by John Holt Skinner, who renamed it Moray House. He, his wife and his mother 

were also benefactors to the town. The grounds were used for fund-raising events, 

moving indoors to the commodious rooms in event of bad weather.  

Advert in the Island Industries Fair programme 

25-30 April 1960 

 

Registration dates for ‘DL’ vehicles - RSHG 

IW Times 16 January 1964 

From 1 February a new type of vehicle registration number will be issued 
on the Island, which will show which year the vehicle was registered. The 
new plates will start with ADL 1 B and are similar to the type already 
adopted by some county councils. This year the majority of authorities 
will start the new system, and by next year all new vehicles in this country 
will have plates with a letter after their number. The system has been 
devised because sequences with just one set of numbers and letters are 
fast running out. The letters DL denote the vehicle is registered on the 
Island, and the letter B after the number means the year of registration, 
in this case 1964. Authorities which started last year used A after the 
number, but this year have turned to B. Next year the last letter will 
change to C and will jump one place up the alphabet every 1 January.  It 
is expected to be at least 22 years before the plates will be reversed to 
give A 1 ADL. 

 

Two other residential properties in Ryde now long gone 

IW Observer 10 July 1909 

A Runaway Motor – On Sunday morning, Dr 

Pridmore was paying a visit to a patient in Well 

Street, and left his motor unattended. By some 

means the motor started off down the road, and ran 

into a lamp post at the corner of Prince Street, 

which it smashed, but the collision stopped the car. 

 

 

OS Map of 1864 shows a house 

behind the Theatre.  

Photograph of Lind Hill  

by Dave Bushell 
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So many Ryde shops and businesses have gone. One well-loved shop was Fowlers in Union Street. 

Isle of Wight Observer 12 December 1908 

A most successful and enjoyable evening party was given 

by the young ladies of Messrs. Fowler and Co’s. 

establishment at the Foresters’ Hall, Warwick Street, on 

Thursday.  The proceedings started with a whist drive 

followed by a dance.  About 60 guests were present, and a 

most pleasant time was spent. 

 

IW Observer 7 January 1911 

Messrs. S Fowler & Co have purchased nos. 51 and 52 
Union Street from the trustees of the late Mr. E Hands, and 
contemplate making considerable alterations in the near 
future. 
 

Photograph of the shop front, two receipts, an advert for 

Fowlers and a staff photograph. 

All RSHG 

And things that never appeared! 

IW Observer 29 January 1887 – From a Correspondent: 

“Why not get the Esplanade extended to Spring Vale and Sea View.” I am somewhat surprised the matter has not been brought 
forward. The present large expenditure at the Canoe Lake appears to be a dead letter from want of leading to some place or 
having an outlet. The road carried on from the slipway to Spring Vale would be of all things the greatest improvement to Ryde, 
and if extended to Sea View would make a complete marine drive, not to be found elsewhere in the south of England.  
 
 It would be a great and lasting benefit to the neighbourhood, increasing the prospects of getting a good class of visitors and 
residents. The money expended would be almost entirely on work, thus finding employment for the labouring classes in the 
locality. The prospects of Ryde would then, we may hope, look brighter than they have in recent years. The Union Street shops 
would again be opened, and the number of untenanted houses decreased. We have been standing by letting other towns pass 
us in the way of attraction. One of the greatest complaints is the hilly roads – this improvement would open up a level drive to 
Sea View, and a very good road on to St Helens, Brading, and back to Ryde. 

 
CONTEMPLATED ALTERATIONS AT THE ESPLANADE RAILWAY STATION -  IW Observer 29 January 1887 

 

For a considerable time past the Joint Railway Company have been considering whether it is desirable they should have an 
entrance to their station, offices, and cloak room, and also requisite conveniences the same as are found at other stations, totally 
distinct and independent of the Pier Company. Already the ground has been measured and the plans got out for having an 
opening directly facing George Street. It is understood that ere long carriages will be able to enter the company’s premises and 
take up their passengers from the platform. This will confer a great benefit upon those that use the line.   
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