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Volume 20: Number 3: July 2025 The IW Observer, 11 January 1908, ran a column

headed ‘The History of Invention’, obviously a

INVENTORS & INVENTIONS | humorous piece:

Long ago there was no such thing as time —
people would use hour-glasses filled with sand to
keep track of the time. Then Galileo invented the

G EORG E HOPGOOD pendulum, now used in eight day clocks.

George Hopgood was born in 1804, the son of Stephen and Jane
Hopgood. At the age of 15, in 1819, living in Ryde, he was bound
apprentice to Isaac Wallis, hairdresser, also of Ryde. Eventually he set
up his own shop in Cross Street and published a book, printed by W
Gabell of Ryde, just before his death. Mr

The columnist thought the buzz-saw was
invented in Africa, mentioning slightly dubious
reasons why.

Palmer invented palmistry; Mr Archer,
archery; Mr Hatch, hatchets; Dick Turpin
discovered turnips, Confucius did not invent
confusion, but a remedy for it. If anyone
wondered why stag parties were so named, it was
not by stags, but because of staggering sideways
home afterwards.

The sudden death of George
Hopgood, aged 57, cast a gloom
over the whole town., as reported
by the IW Observer 21 January
1860. The newspaper stated he
had come from humble

circumstances and raised himself
by his honesty and integrity. It
mentioned his many peculiarities
and eccentricities occasionally
raised a smile. Later, when his will
was proved, he was described as
a hair dresser and perfumer.

Image of the cover of Hopgood's book —
Wellcome Library Collection
Advert — 1892
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HOPGOOD'S is the ONLY Preparation for the Hair
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IW Observer 27 February 1864

Rotary Hair Brush - We have seen a very curious invention, under this name at
Mr Beach's, perfumer, High Street, used for brushing the hair by machinery.
The invention is clever, and appears to answer exceedingly well the purpose
for which it was designed. The application is very soothing to the head and
greatly surpasses the use of the common hair brush.

IW Observer 4 June 1859

Sultana Cream - For Restoring and Promoting the growth of the hair, and
improving its natural oils and appearance. Prepared only by J Frank and Co.,
Wholesale Perfumers. Sold by Mr Woodward, chemist, George Street, Ryde, Mr
Wayland, Arcade, Ryde, and by all respected druggists.

T
= BY MACHXNERY =
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DR BENJAMIN BARROW [1814-1901]

Benjamin Barrow MRCS FRCS had an eminent career, finally settling in
Ryde. In the town he became an advocate of improved sanitation. Typhoid,
was often a regular occurrence in Ryde, due to pollution of the wells. He
served on many of the town’s committees and helped to get water laid in
from Ashey, although, it seemed, he had a rather abrupt manner.

He lived in several Ryde houses and died at St John’s Lodge, St Johns
Road. He had been injured in an accident and his arm had been
amputated.

From his obituary IW Observer 9 March 1901.

ADJUSTABLE JOINT-SPLINT,

The StLver MebAL was presented to Mr. BENJAMIN
BARrRoWw, Surgeon, 69 St. Ann Street, Liverpool, for
his Splint for Injured and Diseased Joints ; a Model
of which has been placed in the Socicty’s Repository.

Photograph of Dr Barrow
RSHG — Roy Brinton Collection

12 Pavement, Finsbury,
GENTLEMEY, April 20, 1841.
] mave the honour to forward for your inspection a Splint
for Fractures of the Arm, but more cspecinlly for those
graver cases in which the elbow-joint is implicated, It
i3 the invention of Mr. Benjamin Barrow, of 69 St. Ann

Street, Liverpool, whoso deseription of the peceslinrities | 11y 1841 D Barrow was presented with a silver medal by the Society of Arts as the
of the instrument accompanies it. 1 have, at the request

of Mr. Barrow, made trial of it in several caces of the inventor of a splint for compound fractures and diseased joints. This was
kind referred to, and have found that it is a much more described in the Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal [Left 1847].

convenient form of eplint than any I have before seen.

It admits of being easily and readily accommodated

to any posture that may be required, and allows of local

applications 1o the fractured part, without the pain and

disturbanee which attend the.removal and re-adjustment

of ordinary splints.

I am, Gentlemen, &c. & IW Observer 11 June 1870
Joun Car. Invention — We are happy to state, that an ingenious invention by Mr.
P S T Y Y William Brown, proprietor of the Ryde theatre, promises to relieve a
voyage, even in the roughest weather, of many of its attendant

To the Chairman and Commitlee , . ; . .
of the Socicty of Arts. horrors. Should the patentee’s anticipations be realised, sea sickness

may be banished from every ship.

IW Observer 29 January 1859

Important Invention — Our attention has been drawn to an invention of Mr. W. Whitfield of Ryde, which bids fair to play an
important part in the navigation of ships. The invention consists of a series of semi-circular tubes of vulcanised self-inflating
India-rubber which can be easily affixed on a ships sides or bottom, in case of stranding or being required to be navigated over
bars and in shallow water.

THE PLUBAC;
Or, WALKING STICK TUMBRELLA. .
HIS novel Invention is the climax of Mechanical Back stamp on a carte de visite
Ingenuity, the éxterior presenting the ordinary ap- photograph by Symonds
pearan‘c;e oftz. Genﬂexphn’spStick?:viﬂst by a.a:iympqe Hilary Lloyd
transition of its parts it presents a first-rate Silk Um-
brella—light, very firm, and durable. To be had of

H., F. ATTWATER, IW Observer 16 June 1866
24, UNION STREET, RYDE, Magic Photography — The most wonderful invention for a
Sole Agent for the Isle of Wight. drawing room amusement. Any lady or gentleman can
produce a picture in one minute. Packets containing
IW Observer 10 June 1854 materials for three, post free 13 stamps to J. Symonds,

Photographer, 15 Union-street, Ryde.

rTIYHE TRUE TIME IS AT ARNOLD'S.—Taken
dail transit observations with his newly-invented
Meridian Instrument.
IW Observer 13 October1866 ARNOLD, CLOCK AND WATCH MAKER,
MeripiaN Housg, Uxion Streer, RyDE,
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GEORGE FELLOWS HARRINGTON c1811-1895

IW Observer 13 January 1855

Notice of removal - Mr Harrington, Surgeon Dentist, and Patentee for Artificial Teeth &c.,
respectfully informs his patients that he has removed to 12, Cross Street, Ryde, where he
may be consulted every Tuesday from Twelve till Five o’clock, as usual.

13, Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, London.

His obituary [IW County Press 9 February 1895], described several of his inventions. In
1849 he patented mineral false teeth and later plates of tortoiseshell. His clockwork

dentist’s drill, 1864, was for drilling, cutting, grinding and polishing teeth while in the mouth’.

He invented a twin-hulled craft which was the fore-runner of a catamaran, but his invention

was not taken up by any company — he was a man before his time.

IW Observer 8 May 1869

Mr. Harrington’s Theory — For many years it has been the opinion of all
nations that the sun was the great source of heat and light. Mr.
Harrington comes, and with his theory bids us disbelieve the evidences
of our senses, the opinions of antiquity, and the theories of modern
men of science, and does his best to prove to us that the sun is neither
the source of light nor heat to the solar system.

IW Observer 27 February 1875

Useful Invention — Mr. Harrington, whose manufactory of imitation
Morocco leather has given permanent employment to many in the
town, and whose useful inventions have been several times chronicled
by us, has just registered another novel appliance. Writers have often
experienced the inconvenience of constantly dipping the pen into the
ink, with the risk of taking up too much, and making a blot. Mr.
Harrington has been considering the best way to remedy this, and has
invented a little ink holder, which fits over the pen, and holds a quantity
of ink (which only flows over the pen when required). One dip of the
pen will last for hours.

IW Observer 20 August 1887
New Patent — George Fellows
Harrington, of Ryde, "“for
improvements  in  breech-
loading heavy ordnance and in
other guns and shots”.

Clockwork dentist’s drill
Science Museum Collection

Leocal Board unanimously decided to close up ali the
ventilators and erect shafts, estimated to cost £5
each. With regard to what should be done to
remedy it, he had placed on the agenda that Har-
ington's svstem be adopted.  He bad nodoubt that
system wmight be open to objection, but he believed
it tu be a great improvewent on the system in vogue
here. Mr Harrington™s system had been tried in
Arthur-street, and the inhabitants were very sorry
when the shafts were removed. A memorial had
been sent to the Council containing betwean 500 and
60U signatures, in favour of Mr Harrington's
systew, aud it was 3 remarksble facr that out of
127 persons in Arthur-street wb were asked to sign,
_1:-.'1 did so.
IW Observer 15 October 1887 [and report above].
Harrington’s Ventilating System — We have received
a letter from Mr G F Harrington, which is somewhat
too lengthy for our columns this week, and is,
moreover, couched in rather strong language. We
have no wish to initiate a correspondence upon Mr
Harrington’s system, which received full attention
several years ago. Mr Harrington taking up Mr James’
remarks, states that the part of Arthur Street where
zymotic disease existed several years ago, when the
experiments on the system were initiated, was the
western portion where Mr Harrington’s system was
not in action. Mr Harrington also claims that the
adoption of his system would save an annual
expenditure of £70 or £80.

IW Observer 22 August 1863

Advert - Tooth-ache cured in one minute without extraction or the
slightest pain. The remedy is sold in bottles at 1s.3d., to be had of
Professor Bennell, the Hampshire Botanist, Gem Inn, Hill Street,
Ryde. One bottle will cure 1,000 persons. No charge for visits.
"How's your poor Feet?" — Important discovery -- Immediate relief
given for corns. A remedy, sold in bottles at 1s.

Dental Mechanics

TO THR PROFESSION.
HIGH CLASS WORLK,

EAMES BROS,
LYNTON, WELL STREET, RYDE.

Advert IW County Press 19 January 1924

Mr Harrington’s residences.
Top: Hurdholme, Binstead Road,
where he died. Photo - Carol Strong

Below: Suffolk House, and garden,
photo - Roy Brinton

IW Times 26 March 1964

Scientific Society - At their meeting held at the Town Hall last
Wednesday, Ryde Microscopical and Scientific Society heard an
interesting lecture on Dentistry, with slides.
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MAJOR JOHN CLIFFORD SAVAGE [known as Jack] 1891-1945

Major Jack Savage, whose family firm was Savage & Sons, bootmakers, of the High Street, Ryde, perfected skywriting in England
in 1919. He owned and operated the largest British civil air fleet for skywriting, travelling the Americas, India, Australia and
Europe.

S.E.5 aircraft, the type used by Jack Savage
Wikimedia Commons
Epsom Race Course, the site of the first recorded
advertising skywriting flight.
Wikipedia

WILLIAM DENSHAM c1876-1947

William Densham was a pioneer of wireless telegraphy. He
was one of the original ten employees of Marconi and
assisted in the earliest wireless experiments at Alum Bay. He
was also in charge of Niton Wireless Station in its early days.

He was responsible for sending out messages from Cape
Gris-Nez when Bleriot was the first man to fly the Channel. Mr
Densham superintended the erection of the first wireless
stations in Australia, Tasmania and Iceland. He retired from
the Marconi Group after nearly 47 years’ service. He died at
his home in Marlborough Road, Ryde, in 1947

From his obituary in the IW County Press 1 November 1947.

IW Times 22 March 1962

On 31 May 1922 the ‘Daily Mail’
stated that at the Derby they
secured the world’s largest
advertisement which was
watched by millions. The name of
the paper was written in silver
smoke from an aeroplane flying
at 100 miles an hour. The letters
were more than 1,000 feet deep
whilst the length of the two words
extended three miles. It was
proposed having a demonstration
at various seaside resorts and
probably the Isle of Wight would
be included.

- We “It” oo thewws
« Comfort Lineo & wide jxos s
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P Mae Mlesr 485 & 186 High St., RYDE |
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Jack used a revolutionary reflecting principle for projecting

slogans on night clouds. Later, using this principle, he invented
and built searchlights for the military, founding a company at
Walford as war approached. They also manufactured sound
locators, electric and remote control gear and other highly
technical apparatus for the armed forces.

Information from his obituary in ‘Flight’ Magazine, where he
had been a member of staff writing under the name ‘Oiseau
Bleu’, the IW Observer and the RSHG archive.

Marconi Monument — Wikipedia
Postcard view of Alum Bay
Paul Kingswell

Hearing Aids — An unusual exhibition at Ryde Town Hall on Friday, Saturday and Monday under the auspices of the Society of
Hearing Aid Audiologists, which was founded in 1954. Its aim is to promote study of the science of acoustics with particular
regard to the alleviation of deafness, and on show was a wide variety of specialized hearing aids from many countries.
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GEORGE RIDDETT 1808-1881

George Riddett founded a well-known business of
auctioneers and upholsterers in Union Street, Ryde, where
he employed several people. He had retired from the
business before his sudden death at his home in West Street
in June 1881.

THE COLLAPSING AND ELEVATING MUSIC
STAND.—REeGISTERED.
NEW INVENTION, which supplies a need lon
experienced, by placing the music on a level wit

the eye; thusob the pernicious habit of stooping.
“!’or Sinomrs and AccoMPANTYISTS it possesses great
van

To AmrtisTs as a rest for copies, and as a Reanixo
8raxD for the table, it will prove a great desideratum.

Price from 10s. 6d. to 13s. each.

Sold by George Riddett, Upholsterer and House
Agent, R Inventor and Patentee of the Reclining
Reading Table.

J WALLIS

IW Observer 13 March 1875

Musical Shorthand - This is the title of a very ingenious book by our townsman, Mr. J. Wallis, the
son of Mr. Councillor Wallis, and the object is to substitute for the present cumbrous system of
musical notation, shorthand signs, by means of which a composer may jot down his ideas, or even
“take down” an air. The idea is not exactly a novel one, but we think Mr. Wallis’s system is the

best we have seen.

Angelus Piano Player

1% A FIANO PLAYVER ALOXE, DR ORGAN FLAYER ALOXE,
UR FIANG PLAYER ASD ORGAN COMBINED,
THIS MARVELLOUS INVENTION
play any piano. Oan be instanely adjnsted and re-
moved without any in to plano.

When ®ot at 10 the piano it can be used
scparately as an ongan.

Al\’:':.(l eu“ﬁv the mwt difficult compositions
without any previous i-ulﬂr of music.

PROFESSIONAL and BUSINESS MEN, and all lovers
of music who have not bad time to Ilohehﬂ:
:’r—dm:.'hyh'. are enabled the a'd of
ELUS, without any time spent in practice to
Pray tumn Favounire Conroaimoxs Twaw

win

oDFREY & Co., Siop 1w ™

it

IW Observer 31 August 1901

Ebenezer Hartnall [occasionally spelt Hartnell] ran several publishing businesses in Ryde and
on the mainland, eventually settling back in Ryde. His patent of 1861 used the grass Zostera
Marina [common eelgrass — pictured above] to improve the manufacture of pulp for paper, either

used alone or with other fibrous materials.

His reporting style in his newspaper, the Ryde Ventilator, led to him being sued. He did not
recover from this and he died aged 65 in Ryde. RSHG information

IW Observer 30 November 1861

IW Observer 12 August 1865

RIDDETT'S PATENT READING TABLE,
PATRONISED BY HER MAJESTY.
BY this novel and elegant invention a Book may be
read in any position. The Reader may stand, sit,
or lic down at pleasure. It requires no fixing. It
forms also a perfect Music Stand, Table, or Screen.

In cases of Spinal Affection or similar diseases,
“Riddett’'s Reading Table"’ will be found invaluable;
enabling the invalid to lie in any position, and yet to
read with perfect ease, without the fatigue of holding
the Book.

Made and Sold by the Inventor and Patentee, George
Riddett, Upholsterer, Union Street, Ryde, where an
elegant and varied assortmment may always be scen.

IW Observer 13 October 1860

Vintage sheet music - Wikipedia

EBENEZER HARTNALL
c1815-1880
of the Ryde Ventilator

Mr Hartnall
RSHG
Roy Brinton
Collection

Sea Weed Paper - "The Builder" says, "A specimen has been laid before us of paper made from common sea wrack, by Mr.
Hartnall of the Isle of Wight. The specimen is from the first trial made by Mr. Hartnall, who is a papermaker; nevertheless, we
have no hesitation in saying that, though resembling straw paper in colour and texture, it is far superior to the best straw
paper that the writer of this notice has ever been able to obtain for writing purposes."

Ebenezer Hartnall, of 1, 8¢t. Mary Improvements in preserving animal

Two patents by Ebenezer Hartnall )
P Y Axe and vegetable substances for food

published in the London Gazette:

Above - 5 February 1858
when living in London

Below — 14 June 1861

1364. To Ebenezer Hartnall, of Ryde, in the
Isle of Wight, for the iuvention of “an im-
provement in the manufacture of paper.”
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A. T. COOKE

A NOVEL INVENTION.

Hitherto at our regattas it has been customary
to start the races with a small cannon, but this has
its disadvantages, inasmuch as it takes time to load
the cannon, and when boats finish close together,
the reports do not succeed each other quickly enongh,
Mr A.T. Cooke, C. E, of Ryde, has invented a de-
tonator, which is simplicity itself, but answers the
purpose admirably. A large hammer is poised so
that on pulling a bolt it falls heavily upon an
ordinary railway fog signal. The reports are very re-
sonant, and can be made to succeed each other very
quickly. Theapparatus was used at the Pier Regatta,
and Mr Cooke kindly lent it to the committee of the
Royal Ryde Regatta. By the way, we are pleased
to pote that Mr Cook has recovered from his recent
indisposition, snd assisted in carrying out the
arrangements for the Royal Regatta, on Thursday,

IW Observer 2 September 1893 Ryde Regatta print

22 August 1846

Regatta from Ryde Pier

postcard
Both RSHG

F. F. FARRAND
Manager of the Gaslight Company

IW Observer 28 January 1860

The Gas Company - We understand several of our streets,
which have hardly recovered their proper state since their
dreadful tearing about during the water blunder, are going
again to be broken up to lay larger gas pipes in consequence
of many private houses in Spencer Road and Pelham Fields
lighting their basements with gas.

Hampshire Telegraph 19 October 1881

IW Observer 23 February 1861

Gas Column - At the Commissioners meeting on Tuesday
last, the directors of the Gas Company, subject to the
approval of the Board, intend erecting a gas column or
drinking fountain in St Thomas's Square. This offer is a very
desirable one, and will save the town something by making
one or two lamps in the immediate neighbourhood
unnecessary. We ask, how is this promised fountain to be
supplied with water?

General Darkness — On Saturday night, just when the shops were busiest, through some mistake at the Gas Works every light
in the town went out with startling suddenness, and as it was some time before the lamps could all be re-lighted, a very strong

smell of gas pervaded the town.

Cropped postcard details of 1 B
Ryde town lighting, circa 1910
Postcards Hilary Lloyd

Extracts from a detailed report in the IW Observer, 13
April 1907, regarding gas lighting in the town:

Mr Farrand, manager of the Gaslight Company, has
been carrying out a series of trials with a most
remarkable invention designed to control all public
gas lamps from the works, instead of, as at the
present time, employing a number of men to light and
extinguish the lamps.

If the town should adopt this invention all the lamps
will be turned on at once, and, at the proper time, say
1 am, will be simultaneously extinguished, with the
exception of the fire alarm lamps and other special
lamps in certain parts of the town.

The report gave lengthy details of how the
mechanism worked and reassured readers that
house lamps would not be affected.

Mr Farrand gave a demonstration of the new ‘Bland’
inverted gas burner, which gave an extremely brilliant
light, namely 80 candle power, with an expenditure of
only three cubic feet per hour.
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