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A CHRISTMAS LUCKY DIP 

And a Break from the Festivities  

MRS BEATON’S CHRISTMAS PLUM PUDDING  
INGREDIENTS - 1–1/2 lb. of raisins, 1/2 lb. of currants, 1/2 

lb. of mixed peel, 3/4 lb. of bread crumbs, 3/4 lb. of suet, 8 

eggs, 1 wineglassful of brandy.  

 

Mode - Stone and cut the raisins in halves, but do not chop 

them; wash, pick, and dry the currants, and mince the suet 

finely; cut the candied peel into thin slices, and grate down 

the bread into fine crumbs. When all these dry ingredients 

are prepared, mix them well together; then moisten the 

mixture with the eggs, which should be well beaten, and 

the brandy; stir well, that everything may be very 

thoroughly blended, and press the pudding into a buttered 

mould; tie it down tightly with a floured cloth, and boil for 5 

or 6 hours. The day it is to be eaten, plunge it into boiling 

water, and keep it boiling for at least 2 hours; then turn it 

out of the mould, and serve with brandy-sauce. On 

Christmas-day a sprig of holly is usually placed in the 

middle of the pudding, and about a wineglassful of brandy 

poured round it, which, at the moment of serving, is lighted, 

and the pudding thus brought to table encircled in flame. 

Average cost, 4s.  

Sufficient for a quart mould for 7 or 8 persons. 

Seasonable on the 25th of December, and on various 

festive occasions till March. 
 

Note - Five or six of these puddings should be made at 

one time, as they will keep good for many weeks, and in 

cases where unexpected guests arrive it only requires 

warming through, a quickly-prepared dish.  

IW Observer 4 January 1862 

Exhibition of Christmas Trees - This 
bazaar was very well attended, and a brisk 
business done in fancy goods and articles 
exhibited. The proceeds of the bazaar 
were for the St John's Sunday School fund. 
 
 

Photograph of the tree in the  
North Chapel, 2010 - RSHG 

Advert IW County Press  
19 December 1914 

 
 

RSHG Christmas Drop-in, 

2017, 

Not many mince pies left! 

IW Observer 28 December 1861 

The tide of Christmas from time immemorial, one of lustful festivity 
and muscular enjoyment, but times and ceremonies have 
undergone a change. "Our fathers" - vigorous old and Christian 
ancients kept it with more celebration if with less refinement than 
ourselves. 

 
MINCE PIES (Wikipedia) 

 

Originally named Christmas Pie, its ingredients are traceable to 
the 13th century, when returning European crusaders brought 
with them Middle Eastern recipes containing meats, fruits, and 
spices; these contained the Christian symbolism of representing 
the gifts delivered to Jesus. The tradition of eating Christmas pie 
in December continued through to the Victorian era, although by 
then its recipe had become sweeter and its size markedly 
reduced from its once large oblong shape. Today the mince pie, 
usually made without meat remains a popular seasonal treat.  

IW Observer 15 December 1906 

To please the children, we make dozens of mince pies, and 
elaborate our cakes with pink and white icing; we call together the 
family, from baby to grandmother, that each may give a stir “for 
luck,” to the historic pudding.  It is now common knowledge that 
the richness and nutritiveness of Christmas cakes and puddings 
depend more on the currants, as a wonderful healthful food for 
growing children. They cleanse and enrich the blood, and avert 
the necessity of medicine. 
 

IW Times 17 December 1964 

Christmas Party - The one-year-old IW Railway Retirement Association held its first Christmas 

party at the Oasis Ballroom, Ryde Esplanade on Tuesday. About 150 members attended. 

 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crusaders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_symbol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_era
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Christmas Card  
RSHG 

 
S Fowler Advert 

 IW County Press 
3 December 1921  

 

 

MISTLETOE (Wikipedia) 

The Romans associated mistletoe with peace, love, and understanding and 
hung it over doorways to protect the household  In the advent of the Christian 
era, mistletoe in the Western world became associated with Christmas as a 
decoration under which lovers are expected to kiss, as well as protection 
from witches and demons. Mistletoe continued to be associated with fertility 
and vitality through the Middle Ages. By the 18th century it had also become 
incorporated into Christmas celebrations around the world. The custom of 
kissing under the mistletoe is referred to as popular among servants in late 
eighteenth-century England  

The serving class of Victorian England is credited with perpetuating the 
tradition. The tradition dictated that a man was allowed to kiss any woman 
standing underneath mistletoe, and that bad luck would befall any woman who 
refused the kiss. One variation on the tradition stated that with each kiss a 
berry was to be plucked from the mistletoe, and the kissing must stop after all 
the berries had been removed.  

IW Observer 27 December 1913 

Dull Christmas - There have been a 

good many complaints amongst Ryde 

traders that the Christmas season this 

year has been one of the dullest 

known. There are probably two 

reasons for this. There is less money 

in the town and the increasing 

popularity of "shopping by post." The 

first remedy is to attract a wealthier 

class of visitor to the town. 

 

Adverts  

IW Times 14 December 

1922 

Minter’s shopfront - RSHG 

IW Observer 26 December 1903 

Shopping in Union Street - RSHG 

 

The IW Observer, 4 December 1920, described  
some Ryde shops at Christmas. 

 

‘Over 12,000 toys are a leading feature at the Xmas Bazaar arranged by 

the S.B. Firm (Mr H.R. Whyatt) in Cross Street … the Santa Claus 

“stockings” are home-made and the larger proportion of the great mass 

of toys are British … the prices throughout are most reasonable’. 

‘Mr A. Newman of St Thomas’ Square has … Meccano models which 

provide our lads with many a pleasant and instructive hour’. 

‘Teague and Co., Union Street … their specialities [are] in gramophones, 

accordions and various instruments … the firm have always the latest 

dance and operatic music in stock’. 

‘H.G. Jolliffe, of the Tea Shop, High Street [stocks] bacon, tea, coffee, as 

well as currants, sultanas and all the essentials for the Xmas pudding and 

mince pies’. 

Christmas Shopping 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_demonology
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Dreaming of a white Christmas?  
Postcard snow scenes around Ryde, 29 December 1909  

Roy Brinton Collection 

A Winter Forest created by primary 

school children on a visit to the 

RSHG in 2015 

A TOUR AROUND RYDE: 

The Library 

Advert IW Times  

14 December 1922 

IW Observer 17 June 1922 

IW County Press March 26th 1960 

Bequest to Library – The Education 
Committee were informed that under the 
will of the late Dr John Dockray a 
considerable sum of money would be 
made available to improve the County 
Council library services in Ryde.  The 
money would be placed in trust and would 
be used during the next five years.  It is 
understood that it is hoped to apply the 
bequest to move the library from its 
present inadequate premises in Lind Street 
to the School of Art in George Street, when 
the County Secondary School vacates the 
latter premises. 
 

School of Art and 1965 library 
photographs - RSHG 

Lind Street photograph – Dave Bushell 
 

IW Times 27 January 1966 

Library – fact may be stranger than fiction, but in 
both departments Ryde’s £32,000 public library, 
opened in October by Earl Mountbatten, 
surprised the readers yesterday. Anxious faces 
peered out through the plate glass windows, and 
puzzled ones looked in, but never—at least, not 
for about 15 minutes—the twain did meet. The 
lock on the main door had broken. Mr. Abbott, 
librarian put a determined shoulder against the 
door and the lock finally gave way. 
 
 

The IW County Press, 16 October 1965, 

reported on the opening of the new 

County Seely Library in George Street, 

by Earl Mountbatten of Burma. 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
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A VISIT TO APPLEY COURT HENRY JONES THADDEUS (sometimes called Harry) 
and APLEY [or APPLEY] COURT 

 

Born Henry Thaddeus Jones in 1859,  he entered the Cork School of Art when 
he was ten years old. There he studied under the genre painter James Brenan. 
Thaddeus won the Taylor Prize in 1878 enabling him to go to London,  and then 
again in 1879 enabling him to continue his studies in Paris at the Académie 
Julian. His first major painting, Le Retour du Braconnier was hung "on the line" 
(at eye-level) at the Paris Salon of 1881.  
He received commissions to paint portraits, among them two papal 
portrait commissions (for Pope Pius X), and became a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society. He received several other portrait commissions. 
In the 1880s, Thaddeus travelled to Algeria where he explored Orientalist 
painting.  
His autobiography, titled Recollections of a Court Painter, was written during 
his retirement in California and published in 1912 
In his later years he settled in the Isle of Wight, and died in Ryde, on 1 May 
1929. He was buried in St. John’s cemetery at Westridge. 
 

Details from a book about Harry Jones Thaddeus – Artist/Portrait painter 
(information from Stephen Kennedy) 

 

Photographs of Appley Court 

Brian Young 

The Wounded Poacher by 

Henry Jones Thaddeus at the 

National Gallery of Ireland 

[Wikipedia] 

1897 OS map locating 

Appley Court between East 

Hill Road and Appley Rise 

Another resident of Appley Court was Jean Howard, the second wife of George Howard, 

the House of Commons Librarian. 
 

She was often prosecuted in the local Ryde court. The IW Observer 11 May 1918, reported 

she had refused access to Appley Court on several occasions to Raymond Sibley of the 

Ryde Gas Light Company so he could read the meter. She was fined £2. They mentioned 

a previous case when she had been convicted in 1915 for assault on the police. She had 

set her dogs on a police officer and had torn up the summons when it was given to her. 
 

The same newspaper in their 27 May 1922 issue, reported that she was summoned by the 

Water Committee for allowing a stop cock and a cistern to constantly overflow, causing a 

‘bad waste of water’. 

  

House of Commons Library 

Wikipedia 
 

IW Observer 24 June 1922 

IW Observer 25 November 1922 

IW Observer 12 December 1874 

 A contemporary suggests that a railway pier 
should be run off Apley, with a long tunnel 
under the hill. This is, like most advice 
gratuitously given by those who know nothing 
of what they are talking about. 
 

Advert for Appley Court when a hotel 

 Ryde and Seaview Guide 1954 - Ann Barrett 
Holly in the Cemetery 2010 - Janette Gregson 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Brenan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acad%C3%A9mie_Julian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acad%C3%A9mie_Julian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Salon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contract
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Geographical_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Geographical_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orientalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orientalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isle_of_Wight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ryde
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CALLING ON THE MAYOR OF RYDE 

IW Observer 28 June 1879 

Article IW Observer 9 November 1895 

Alderman E Groves wearing his robe 

RSHG 

IW Observer 12 February 1898 

The Queen has sent, by Sir Arthur 
Bigge, a portrait of Her Majesty, 
as a souvenir of the visit of Her 
Majesty to Ryde last year, during 
his Mayoralty, to Ald. Ernest 
Groves.  It is from a photograph 
taken of the Queen as she 
appeared on the 22nd June. 
 

Mr Groves moved his 

butcher’s business into 

Cross Street, as advertised 

and described by the IW 

Observer 

 

Groves’ premises later 

became A J Saunders in 

Cross Street 

Photograph RSHG 

The poor of Ryde were not forgotten after Christmas,  

with Mr Groves one of the benefactors 

 IW Observer 21 January 1897 

 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/
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ST JOHN’S GIRLS CLUB & THE SUFFRAGETTES 

 

IW Observer 15 March 1913 

Militancy - Previously suffragette 

meetings were tolerated with good 

humour. Now, however, the militants 

are having a rough time of it at the 

hands of an outraged public, and their 

meetings - north, south, east and 

west, are being broken up. 

 
 

In January 1912 the Senior Girls Club put on 

a performance in the St John’s Parish Hall. 

The presence of the policeman suggests 

the suffragettes were up to no good! 

Postcards - Paul Kingswell 

Photograph of St John’s Church - RSHG 

IW Observer 11 June 1910 

The Suffragettes are about to commence an 
active campaign in the Island and hope to 
make many converts. The probability is that 
they will not find the ladies of the Island very 
warm supporters of the cause. 

 

IW Observer 10 September 1910 

Suffragists - The charming ladies who 

have been speaking at Newport and 

Ryde have attracted fairly large 

audiences, but their auditors are pretty 

indifferent about the merits of the 

movement. One well-known lady doubts 

whether one woman in twenty in the 

Island has the smallest desire to vote. 

 

IW Observer 6 April 1912 

Women’s Suffrage - There was 

evidently a sprinkling of 

sympathizers with women's suffrage 

at Mr. Horsburgh's lecture on 

Tuesday. His reference to the subject 

of "votes for women" were met with a 

tapping of the feet, smiles and nods, 

and other evidence of feminine 

approbation. 

 

IW Observer 

27 September 1913 

IW Observer 

6 January 1912 
 

Postcard 

 Vectis Postcard Club 

http://www.rshg.org.uk/

