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LOOKING FORWARD TO A SUMMER HOLIDAY? 

The great British Holiday, is a ‘must have’ of life in this present era of 2026, yet for many generations of the general public, up to 
some few decades ago, a holiday was a luxury that was not considered a necessity, which a family, with children to provide for, 
couldn’t even contemplate. Usually once a year, with food packed up and their buckets and spades with them, a day out on the 
train to Southend, or a char-a-banc to Hastings, Margate, or one of the many south coast resorts, was the best they could 
manage. It was the highlight of the year ~ the people of the Isle of Wight were extremely lucky as they had sandy beaches all 
around them, and beautiful country walks, almost on their doorstep, so to speak.   
 
In 1721 William Player, upon the death of his father Thomas, succeeded to his estate in Ryde at the age of 8. When he reached 
his majority, being a very forward-thinking man, he saw that Ryde could become one of the most important watering places of 
the south. The Ryde of today can certainly be attributed in part, to the fast-moving releasing of land for development of the town 
by William Player. 
 

The lucky few might have arrived by air, but for most it was 

crossing by steamer, or now the fast cat, to Ryde Pier Head. 

Visitors could then book their trips round the Island, or buy 

last minute gifts for those back home. 

 

 

 

 

 

Events advertised in the IW Observer 8 August 1908 

for Residents & Visitors on Saturday 15th August 
Seaview Yacht Club Regatta. 

Tennis Match at the Mead Gardens - Ryde v. Southampton. 
Cricket Match at Partlands. 

Concert Party at Pier Pavilion. 
Band on the Esplanade Gardens at 8 o’clock. 

Concerts on the Esplanade Gardens. 
 

Queuing for the Tram and Ryde Airport images - RSHG. 

Southern Vectis Booking Office image – Roy Brinton Collection. 

 

ARRIVING AT 

RYDE 

IW Observer  

11 August 1883 
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WHERE TO STAY? 
There were all types of accommodation available in the town - smart hotels, bed & 

breakfasts, lodging houses, etc. Many advertised in the local ‘Ryde and Seaview’ Guides. 

Madeley House advertised in the ‘Ryde and 

Seaview’ Guides in 1955, 1964 & 1965. 

 Ann Barrett 

 

Photograph – RSHG 

IW Observer 10 July 1920 

A letter was read from Messrs. Gurney and Skinner 
stating that as owners of motor boats they wanted 
permission to pick up passengers from the shore by 
means of a movable landing stage. The matter 
having been considered, a movable landing stage 
was granted at the Cornwall slipway at a fee of four 
guineas for the season which would end on October 
31st.  It was the best position and would not interfere 
with bathers. 
 

 

 
IW Observer 14 May 1921 

An application from Messrs. Gurney and Skinner, of 
Valparaiso, Swanmore Road, Ryde, to use the 
Cornwall Slipway for the purpose of plying for hire 
with their motor boats in the same way as last 
summer, was granted. 
Motor Boat Image – Roy Brinton Collection 

 

IW Observer 1 October 1904 

 

Perhaps word had got around after 

seeing the newspaper piece above, 

but a postcard was issued with a 

recommendation from Admiral 

Jellicoe. 

Front and reverse of postcard 

RSHG 

 

Ryde & Ventnor Mercury 
17 August 1907 

Stopped in the street and asked why 
he was an hour and half late, a 
postman said "It is those picture 
postcards". On Thursday the Daily 
News had a leaderette on picture 
postcards, which said that the 
sending of these cards by one friend 
to another, had become a "Fashion". 
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PADDLING & BATHING 
IW Observer 25 January 1862 

Floating Baths - The deputation of ratepayers 
are going to develop the natural resources of 
Ryde again. Proposed baths are intended to 
be connected with the pier by pontoon 
bridges, and certainly will be most admirable 
places for ladies to bathe in if constructed. 
The cost of the two baths - one for males - the 
other for females - is estimated at £4,000. 

 

IW Observer 20 June 1863 

Bathing Stage - This public boon is at length 
completed and open; it has been increased 
considerably in size to what it was last year, and 
has had several minor improvements effected. 
Owing to the unsettled state of the weather, the 
attendance of "amphibious ones" has not yet 
been very numerous; but should the regular hot 
days "set in," and the tide serve, "old Isaac", the 
bathing-master, will find enough to do. 

 

IW Journal 28 July 1888 
Dangers of Paddling - A common result is a 

condition resembling heatstroke, but peritonitis 
might be brought about by this dangerous 
practice. The symptoms, however, in many cases 
may not be so severe, and numbers of children 
are languid and poorly, suffering from headache 
and malaise from this cause, while the parents 
account for the disturbance by the theory that “the 
climate is too strong for them.” or that “sea air 
does not agree with their livers,” or some such 
inscrutable explanation. 
 

Postcard – Roy Brinton Collection 

 

IW Observer 15 June 1895 
 

Victoria Pier 

Lower image pre 1879 looking 

towards the Tramway Station. 

Roy Brinton Collection 
 

IW Observer 29 June 1895 
 

IW Observer 29 August 1908 
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IW Observer 8 September 1906 
 

Ryde Pier Pavilion - RSHG 

IW Observer of 4 August 1906 

advertised plenty to look 

forward to in the Pier Pavilion 

[near left].  

They reported on the “Lady 

Swimmers” in their issue of 8 

August 1906. 

[Far left] 

IW Observer 19 September 1878 

Residents & Visitors - We briefly announced 
last week that Mr C. T. Andrews is giving 
charts of character at Mr. Debenham's 
Photographic Studio, Union Street.  We hear 
that many have availed themselves of the 
opportunity of learning all about themselves. If 
anyone should be too bashful to undergo an 
examination, a photo can be sent, which will 
be marked with the characteristics of the 
sender. Young ladies and gentlemen will be 
specially interested in the remarks upon 
marriage, given in Mr. Andrew's book, which 
may be obtained of H. Wayland, stationer, 
Union Street. 
 

IF YOU PREFERRED DRY LAND … 

A Stroll along Appley Lane 

IW Observer 21 April 1900 

To the Editor – I am alluding to the so-called “improvement” of Appley Lane, 
about the only place in the vicinity of Ryde where one may stroll without fear 
of the ubiquitous cyclists, and where a grateful shade is thrown by trees, 
which are beautiful to look at. Why the people of Ryde should be called upon 
to pay for a thing which is of no advantage to them, and will simply convert 
a pleasant walk (which is attractive to visitors in the summer) into a 
commonplace highway for busses and bicyclists.  
A Long-suffering Ratepayer. 
 

 Postcards of Appley Lane 

Ann Barrett 

Photograph of the Lodge demolished 

in March 1962 - RSHG 
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WHEN THE SUN GOES DOWN 

Spend the evening in the Hunter’s Den at Hotel Ryde Castle – image RSHG. 

By December 1946 John Hoar was advertising a dancing club on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays and Saturdays at the Hotel. There were special Sunday Club 

concerts. His décor in the Tudor Room and the Hunter’s Den reflected his 

imaginative personality. After owning the Hotel Ryde Castle for 15 years he 

retired in 1960.  

 
IW Observer 17 July 1909 

Holiday Clothes – The topic of what to wear on holiday is one of annual 
interest, it ends, after a great deal of consideration, in buying the first thing 
that comes handy. The evenings are of as much importance as the day. The 
average man prefers something suitable for the evening stroll. There is 
nothing to equal a good woollen cloth, for preference, a nice Harris tweed. 
 

Going to the Theatre. 

On Wednesday 21 August 

1935 Terry Wood brought his 

company on a flying visit to 

Ryde Theatre. The show, 

“Twinkle”, with Clarkson Rose 

and Olive Fox, was said to be 

one of the finest Vaudeville 

combinations on the south 

coast. 

Clarkson Rose’s book and 

advert - RSHG 

IW Observer 10 December 1904 

Book Review – Nister’s Holiday Annual is 
one of those books which, though published 
for juveniles, is calculated to appeal to the 
grown-up’s sense of humour as well, who 
will find much to laugh at in the funny 
pictures. The animal pictures of G. H. 
Thompson are remarkably good, and the 
stories are all capital. The Annual is 
published at 3s.6d.   

 

OR IF IT IS RAINING … 

Curl Up with a Good Book 

With tales connected to Ryde, “The 

Skater’s Waltz”, first published in 1979, 

might be a favourite, or perhaps a good 

mystery? Agatha Christie’s “Partners in 

Crime” was published in 1929. 

IW Observer 1 August 1914 

 IW Observer 8 August 1914 

Abandoned - Owing to the war the 
display of fireworks arranged for 
tomorrow (Saturday) evening, the 
annual regatta of the R.V.Y. Club 
and ball and the Pier and Royal 
Esplanade Regattas have been 
abandoned.  Hospital Sunday has 
also been postponed.  The R.M.A. 
Concerts have, of necessity, been 
discontinued. 

 

Postcards – RSHG 
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OR LOOK FORWARD TO THE DELIGHTS ON OFFER IN NEARBY SEAVIEW 

IW Observer 24 August 1895 

It was rumoured in Sea View on Thursday, that Her Majesty, the Queen, was going to pay a visit to the Pier Hotel, Seaview.  In 
consequence of this report, a large number of people assembled outside the hotel, and stayed there until about 5 o’clock, when 
they dispersed. 
Postcard of the Hotel – Ann Barrett 
Other Seaview postcards – Paul Kingswell 
 

WE WON’T BE LOOKING FORWARD TO THIS! 

IW Times 30 August 1928 

Flooding of Ryde Esplanade - Through the heavy rain on Sunday 

evening, a drain in the lower part of George-street burst on account 

of the pressure of storm water and forced the tarmac roadway up for 

several feet. A piece of the drain was left on top of the road after the 

accident and the street was closed for vehicular traffic until Monday 

morning when men were busily engaged in clearing up the refuse 

and repairing the drain. Many of the drains were choked after the 

downpour and the Esplanade on the eastern side was flooded with 

water to a depth, in some places of 2 ft. George-street almost 

resembled a river with water flowing down into the Esplanade and 

one or two of the hotels were put to considerable inconvenience. 

There was not a taxi available soon after the storm started and the 

station approaches were crowded. The rain poured and poured with 

great force and everywhere seemed to be "held-up."  Fortunately, the 

band of the Royal Corps of Signals had in the meantime got safely to 

the Town Hall where they played to an excellent audience. 

 

 

IW Observer 27 August 1921 

Both residents and visitors of Seaview were astir early on 
Thursday, when favoured by good weather the annual regatta was 
held off the front. The programme was an exceptionally long one. 
There was a large crowd of spectators from the beginning at 9.45 
am until the termination, shortly before 8 pm. 

 
IW Observer 29 August 1908 

IW Observer  

21 July 1906 
 

IW Observer, 9 July 1906 

October 2023 photographs – Elaine Saunders 
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